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ver the centuries, these long-haired cats 
became domesticated, providing them with 
a warm refuge from the bitterly cold winters 
of their homeland. Owing to their wonderful 

temperament and their help in ridding the home of 
pests such as mice, people gladly welcomed these 
loving cats into their homes. In the early 19th century, 
Siberians put their first paw into European culture, 
where they appeared at cat shows on that continent. 
These fascinating felines didn’t make their way to North 
America until about 30 years ago when the first of that 
breed was imported into the United States, and Siberians 
remain relatively rare in the country today.

These fabulous felines have amazing personalities, 
which long-time Siberian owner and psychologist Missy 
Trezciak-Kerr describes as, “the best parts of a cat and 
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a dog [put] together,” which is why she has used her 
Siberians as therapy cats for years and highly recommends 
them as emotional support animals for many of her 
clients.  She explains that they can be trained to ‘give me 
a paw,’ sit, roll over, fetch, release items, and walk on a 
leash or harness. As some dogs do, these cats can signal 
their desire to play by bringing you a toy or gift, a gesture 
that can also show their affection. But that’s not all—
breeder and owner Lyudmyla Shevchenko shares that 
some of her kittens have even been trained to skateboard! 
But they also have some endearing almost human-like 
traits such as sleeping on their backs or sitting upright 
like a person, and they love to snuggle up at night or for 
an afternoon nap with their favorite people. Siberian cats 
have water-repellant coats and enjoy water, so don’t be 
surprised if your precocious pal pops in to check out the 
shower or sink! And no matter the weather—rain, cloudy 

Native to Siberia, the Siberian cat breed has endured the test of time. According to the Siberian Cat Club 

(SCC), the earliest recorded history of forest cats dates to the 13th century, with some experts speculating 

that the Siberian may even be the distant ancestor of all the long-haired breeds known today.
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Venice Office
315 Nokomis Ave. S.
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P: 941.477.4007
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Your Trusted Experts in Medical, Surgical, and Cosmetic Skin Care

Bliss Dermatology is privately owned and operated by Dr. Michelle Pennie, a
double board-certified dermatologist and fellowship-trained Mohs surgeon.
Using the most advanced diagnostic and treatment techniques, the providers
of Bliss Dermatology diagnose and treat various skin conditions, including skin
cancer, psoriasis, eczema, acne, rashes, and many other skin conditions. As a
fellowship-trained Mohs surgeon, Dr. Pennie removes skin cancer and helps
patients return to normal lives. Our cosmetic providers and aestheticians help
your skin rejuvenate, leaving you feeling great about your skin. Call for an
appointment today!

Visit us online at blissdermatologygroup.com

941.488.5787
243 Tamiami Trail S. Venice Island

RusticRoosterSRQ@yahoo.com
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Vintage  •  DIY  •  Boutique
New & Used Unique Home Decor

Chalk Paint® by Annie Sloan
Local Art  •  Handmade Jewelry

•  Workshops 

Email address: Pier22HomeFurnishings@gmail.com. 
  Website: Pier22HomeDecor.com   

          

201 Nokomis Avenue S. Venice, FL 34285 
Phone: 941.480.0452

Inspired Living

PIER 22 Home Décor
Furniture and décor  

for your home 

Serving the 
Community 
for 35 Years

• Largest selection of  
    lampshades on the Suncoast
• Wide range of lamp repairs 
• Custom lampshades
• Beautiful finials

www.joelinlampshadesinc.com
5778 S. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 34231 • 941.924.1038 

Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm • Sat. 10am - 3pm • Sun. Closed

JOE-LIN

APRIL 25  
Wine Walk 

5 to 8 p.m.

Downtown 
Venice. See 
calendar on 
page 63 for 
more details.

days, a sunny Florida afternoon, a winter cold snap, or 
a trip up north to frolic in the snow—they love to be 
outdoors, whether they are curling up to rest alone on 
the “catio” or joining you to explore the outside world. 
Lyudmyla says, “They love adventure such as a day at 
the beach or a car ride.”

onsidered a medium-to-semi-large breed of 
cat, Siberians typically range from 10 to 12 
inches in height and weigh between 12 to 20 
lbs., although some exceed these dimensions. 

These cats mature very slowly, both physically and 
emotionally: it can take Siberians as long as five years 
to reach adulthood. While their average lifespan tends 
to be about 8 to 10 years, it’s not uncommon for them 
to live well beyond that under the right circumstances: 
Depending upon the care they receive and their genetic 
lines, Lyudmyla advises, these furry friends can live up 
to 20 years.

In terms of their personality, Siberians are generally 
mellow and quiet, but they can be more rambunctious 
during their kitten phase. When they do make noise, 
it will likely be a little purr or chirp to share their 
appreciation and affection for their favorite people. 
With their athletic ability and high intelligence level, 
it’s no surprise that they are energetic and adventurous 
problem solvers who love climbing, leaping, and 
exploring their environment. If you are a pet parent to 
a Siberian, you may find them in places like on top of 
your refrigerator or climbing to higher niches throughout 
your home. These inquisitive kitties also enjoy playing 
with puzzle toys and learning tricks.

From their tufted ears to pronounced neck ruff to the 
big, bushy tail that resembles a feather duster, the most 

remarkable attribute of a Siberian is their thick, three-
layered coat that consists of coarse, straight guard hairs, 
thin, wavy awn hairs, and a wooly down undercoat. 
These thick coats run the full gamut of colors, with 
options including solid white, black, red, blue, and 
silver. They also come in a wide variety of patterns 
including smoke, point, calico, tabby, tortoiseshell, and 
bicolor. Siberian cats typically have golden, green, or 
copper eyes, although it’s not unusual for lighter-coated 
ones to have blue eyes. Not surprisingly, their long, 
weatherproof triple coats require brushing about three 
times per week to avoid matting, and they will also need 
their nails trimmed and their eyes and ears cleaned 
regularly. Twice a year, Siberian cats molt: In the spring, 
this breed sheds their longer, warmer winter coat, and 
in the fall, they shed a shorter summer coat.
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Open Year round
Tues-Sun

Open Year round
Tues-Sun

Cooltodaypark.com/tikiCooltodaypark.com/tiki

To view the full menu
and hours visit

To view the full menu
and hours visit

Located inside CoolToday Park
18800 S. West Villages Pkwy, Venice
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APRIL 6, 7PM

APRIL 6, 4PM

APRIL 5, 7PM

941.786.1662

“Where Hair is a Work of Art!

In Plaza Venezia • 2444 Laurel Rd. E., Nokomis, FL 34275

ON THE ISLE

Despite its shedding, Siberian cats 
are considered “hypoallergenic” 
because their skin produces less of 
the chemical associated with cat 
allergies (Fel-d1), according to the 
SCC. However, experts advise that 
there’s no such thing as a truly 
hypoallergenic pet. Jeff Nicholas, 
co-owner of Nicholas Siberians of 
Connecticut with his wife Yuliya, 
advises, “Hypoallergenic does not 
mean they are allergy-free. People 
with severe allergies, including me, 
can still have some reactions to these 
cats, but it will usually pass within a 
couple of weeks.” Since children 
who are raised with pets in their 
household are less likely to have 
allergies throughout their lifetime, a 
Siberian can be an excellent choice 
for about anyone; however, for 
potential owners with allergies, it is 
recommended to spend time with 
the breed first to see if or how these 
sensitivities may affect you before 
bringing home a Siberian cat.

If you take the leap, it’s important 
to know the basics of good cat care 
for these fantastic felines. To begin, 
keeping their bodies moving and 
minds engaged is essential, so be 
certain to leave out plenty of cat 
toys, provide them with a properly 
sized cat tree, and make time for lots 
of one-on-one play. When Siberians 
aren’t keeping themselves active by 
playing, they’re more than happy to 
crawl up into your lap and relax for 
a while. Since they are incredibly 
intelligent, it’s easy to train them to 
use a scratching post and litterbox, 
but please make sure that it’s big 
enough for them to comfortably do 
their business. Check in with your 
veterinarian to determine how much 
and how often to feed your Siberian. 
Also, it is recommended to feed 
your Siberians high-quality cat food 
and to monitor their food intake to 
help prevent overeating.
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Local Expertise  •  Global Reach
Fluent in Italian/French/German/English

White Glove Service

201 Miami Avenue W.
Venice, FL 34285
Mobile: 941.408.4047
Tel: 941.388.9800
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www.MagdaWhelton.com

Venice Downtown
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206 West Miami Ave., Venice, FL 34285 
TheIslandBookshop.com • 941.416.5511
TheVeniceIslandBookshop@gmail.com 

• Books for All 
    Ages, Including 
    Local Authors

• Artwork
• Gifts & 
    Specialty Items
• • Something 
    for Everyone

“Located in
Historic

Downtown
Venice

Since 1983”

941.488.3029
Collectors.Gallery.Framery@gmail.com

114 Nokomis Avenue S., Venice, FL 34285
www.CollectorsGalleryandFramery.com

Owners:
Aimee Odette

& Michael Rank

For more information, visit  
thevenicesymphony.org or call 941-207-8822

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
TROY QUINN

THE VENICE SYMPHONY  
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

NOVEMBER 2023  -  APRIL  2024 
AT THE VENICE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW  

Catch the Spring 
Members’ Show un- 
til April 4 and plan 
to enter the “If Walls 
Could Talk” juried 
exhibition which will 
be on display from 
April 12 through 24. 
Mark your calendar to enjoy the reception 
and award ceremony on April 12 from 5 to 
7 p.m. Maria Galban and Pedro Quintero 
will exhibit their impressive art in the solo 
gallery at the same time. Do not forget 
classes, “Uncorked” evening sessions, and 
Baila Miller lectures. Enjoy springtime 
at the Venice Art Center and you will 
understand why our mission is “to provide 
cultural resources to the community and to 
enhance the knowledge and appreciation 
of all forms of visual arts.” 

For more information about this advertorial, call 941.485.7136 or visit Ven-
iceArtCenter.com. Located at 390 Nokomis Avenue S. on Venice Island, Ven-
ice Art Center is open 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon.–Fri. and 9 a.m.–1 p.m. on Saturday.

2023/2024
Season

Enter tainment 
in Paradise

And  
More!

The Venice Institute for Performing Arts (VIPA) is a 501 ( c ) 3 not-for-profit corporation; all donations are tax-deductible to the extent pro-
vided by state and federal law and 100% of such support is applied to VIPA’s operations. A copy of the official state registration (CH49263) 
and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll-free at 1- 800-435-7352. Registration does 

not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. Tax ID#: 81-1190704

at the VENICE PERFORMNG ARTS CENTER

Scan the QR 
Code for 

TICKETS & EVENTS

Box Office:  Monday-Friday 10am - 2pm   

1 Indian Ave., Bldg. 5, Venice, FL (941) 218-3779

Located off Bahama St., between Indian Ave & Milan Ave E
VenicePerformingArtsCenter.com

Comedian 
Cory 

Kahaney

MAY 4th 
7:00pm 

From ‘Last Comic 
Standing’ finalist 

to Letterman’s 
laughter legend, 

Cory Kahaney 
promises an 

evening brimming 
with laughter.

Exciting summer shows COMING SOON! 
 

Follow Venice Institute for Performing Arts for 
the latest updates and get ready for a season of 

spectacular performances!

Powerful and highly intelligent, these 
gentle giants are big softies at heart 
that get along with people of all 
ages from infants to seniors, and pets 
including dogs, birds, and other cats, 
so socializing them tends to be easy 
as can be. In fact, while Siberians 
are more independent, they actually 
prefer to not be alone, so it’s best 
to bring them into a household that 
may already have other animals or to 
bring home a comrade kitty or two 
so that they have a companion. That 
being said, however, these sensitive 
creatures are still extremely in tune 
with the people in their households, 
making them a great fit for individuals 
with health conditions since petting 
cats has been shown to reduce stress 
and blood pressure. In speaking of her 
cats, Missy says, “They’re my babies. 
They sense when I’m sick and they 
stick close by me at those times.”

iven their unmistakable charm 
and gorgeous appearance, 
Siberians have been featured 
in movies, commercials, and 

TV shows. In the 2016 movie “Nine 
Lives,” the cat takes center stage since 
the plot revolves around a workaholic 
father whose mind gets stuck inside 
of his daughter’s Siberian cat, Mr. 
Fuzzypants. Another notable example 
is the striking, regal cat who starred 
as the character “Church” in Stephen 
King’s “Pet Sematary.” In February, 
a Siberian, whose real name is 
Chipmunk, made a big splash in a 
Super Bowl commercial for Hellmann’s 
Mayonnaise. Dubbed “Mayo Cat,” the 
hilarious ad featured the cat saying 
a meow that sounded like the word 
‘mayo’ when asked by “Saturday Night 
Live” alum Kate McKinnon what to do 
with her leftovers.

Whether they are on the small screen 
or you’re lucky enough to be up 
close and personal with one of these 
fabulous felines, you will soon find that 
the Siberian is a sensational, sweet cat 
that is easy to love!
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