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Bring Home the  
 Sound of the Seashore
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N A T U R E

picking up a conch shell and listening to that 
wonderful whooshing sound, many of us may 

have had this same experience that seems to bring 
childhood memories alive!

Introducing your children or grandkids to this activity 
can be magical and fun, so let’s explore the inner 
workings of this phenomenon.

Larger conchs are the best type of shell to use for this 
activity, but any variety that contains an arch and canal 
shape will deliver some level of sound effect. Depending 
upon the shell’s size and shape, different frequencies are 
produced, which determines the sound you may hear. 
Additionally, the louder the surroundings, the more it 
will amplify the sounds the vessel will produce.

But what exactly are we hearing? Are we really listening 
to the sound of the waves? While some may say that 
it is the air flowing through the shell that causes the 
shore-like sound, the more likely explanation is that 
you are hearing the ambient noise around you. As you 
hold the seashell to your ear, the soundwaves resulting 
from the noise are captured within the shell, where they 
bounce around and resonate, creating the sound that 
you hear. Whether you were in New York City, Arizona, 
or anywhere else, you would still be able to hear these 
sounds that emanate from within the shell.

An interesting concept, it can be presented in many 
ways, such as by simply listening to the magic of rolling 
waves or discussing how this process works with your 
children. That is the beauty of the phenomenon: it 
is something that can be experienced, enjoyed, and 
explained in whatever way we choose.

Spending time at the beach is a wonderful way to 
explore nature and to enjoy being with family and 
friends. Along with the many photographs that you take, 
you may want to bring back more memories of days 
spent at the shore. If so, scoop up a bit of soft white sand 
to display in a beautiful clear glass vase, along with a 
few pieces of driftwood and a stunning shell. Now, all 
that is missing are the sounds of the waves, so go ahead 
and pick up that shell!

She puts the seashell to her ear and listens…

The beautiful sound of waves rolling into the shore 
makes her smile and reminds her of sweet holiday 
memories spent on the beach with her best friends.
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