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Buying Paradise

NOKOMIS
sarasota paint

Benjamin Moore®

Sarasota Paint Nokomis  •  Palm Square Plaza
221 S. Tamiami Trail, Nokomis

941.244.2916  •  SarasotaPaint.com

Locally
Owned

"Our mission is to deliver decorative solutions with 
quality products and service beyond expectations!"

G U L F  C O A S T  H O M E

JUDY    MAZRIN
Realtor, GRI, PA

“Your Key to Buying & Selling”
STAGING • LISTING &  SELLING • FREE HOME EVALUATION

941.922.7030
JudyMazrin@gmail.com 
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Time to Decorate 
for Thanksgiving!
ARTICLE & PHOTOS PROVIDED 
BY DIANE SCHAEFER, OWNER OF 
DECORATING DEN INTERIORS—VENICE 
VENICE GULF COAST LIVING MAGAZINE

For more information about this advertorial, call 941.484.3596 or 
email decdenvenice@gmail.com. Located at 614 Cypress Avenue 
in Venice, Decorating Den Interiors is open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon. 
through Fri., or by appointment. Call to confirm hours. 

• Use warm amber glass to create a warm, understated   
Thanksgiving feel.

• Embrace dark florals to create a sophisticated Thanksgiving  
table. Create a gorgeous, friendly tablescape by combining a 
white tablecloth, black plates, and a mix of black and white  
candlesticks with a floral arrangement featuring hints of pink 
and purple.

• Thanksgiving décor need not be limited to the dining room 
or front foyer. Deck out your home office or living room with 
fall décor. Ceramic pumpkins and warm-toned area rugs 
dress things up!

• Create a gleaming table by using copper accents and earthy 
terracotta dishware combined with dried flowers. Eucalyptus 
smells as nice as it looks. Combine it with fresh pears for a 
festive ambiance. Set the stage for a memorable meal!

• Chic neutrals can make any table festive and sophisticated 
for Thanksgiving. Mix white pumpkins with white and gray 
dishes and white linens. Strew eucalyptus branches down the 
middle of the table to add warmth to the look.

Call Decorating Den Venice today for help with all your decorating!
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Serving Venice Island 
& Surrounding Areas

Ginny Powers RE/MAX Palm Realty, GRI, CDPE, NS, MRE
Call or Text (941) 787.4887 • GinnyLeePowers23@gmail.com

ACHIEVE YOUR VISION
It’s more affordable than you think

Imagine Buying a Vacation Home in Paradise

Come home to this!

704 W. Venice Avenue, Venice Island
941.484.0670  v  HomeAndCondo.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1997
• Full Service Property Management
• Specializing in Seasonal & Annual Rentals
• Maintenance 24/7, 365

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC

hen looking at all the 
benefits of living in 

Venice, it’s not surprising 
that so many people have chosen 
to make their home here. Those 
who prefer the simple comforts of 
nature will find beaches and parks 
galore, waiting to be explored, with 
picturesque sunsets lighting up 
the sky on most evenings. Head 
to the historic downtown area, and 
you’ll be delighted to discover a 
wealth of arts, shopping, and dining 
destinations. It truly seems that, no 
matter what you like to do, you’re 
sure to find it in this enchanting City 
on the Gulf! 

Given its many charms, it’s not surprising 
that Venice continues to earn national 
accolades. Among the many honors for 
2020 alone, the city placed third in 
USA Today’s 10Best Coastal Small Town 
Readers’ Choice contest, where it was 
cited as being “the perfect setting for 
swimming, fishing, boating, and basking 
in the Florida sun.” In April, Coastal 
Living Magazine voted Venice to its top 
10 Best Places to Live on the Coast, 
describing Venice as “a resort-forward 
little city of 23,376—a low-key beauty on 
the Gulf with Mediterranean architecture 
and 14 miles of bone-white beaches.” The 
publication also commended the recently 
completed Downtown Beautification 
Project, stating, “New rows of tall palms 
shade upgraded sidewalks (with ADA-
compliant curbs), while median strips 
lush with hibiscus, jatropha and jasmine 

Your Place in the Sun
Buying Paradise

WRITTEN BY SAM SCHUNK 
VENICE GULF COAST LIVING MAGAZINE

add tropical verve to Venice’s lively center for food, drink, 
shopping and arts.” Additionally, in a study by the personal 
finance website WalletHub, Venice was ranked a Best Beach 
Town to Live In for, among other factors, its weather and quality 
of life.

For these reasons and many more, Venice continues to attract 
thousands of people to the area annually. Across the country, 
those who are interested in retirement or who are already 
enjoying that lifestyle have been learning about our wonderful 
City on the Gulf through a score of publications. In June, 
Southern Living ranked Venice as the No. 6 Best Beach Town 
for Retirement, noting that residents “can stroll through the 
Mediterranean-inspired downtown, hunt for shells on the pearly 
white beaches, or take their furry friends to the City’s local 
dog-friendly beach.” Similarly, it came in at #5 on a Florida for 
Boomers list of the 25 Best Places to Retire in Florida, where 
the listing said, “In addition to beautiful beaches, Venice is also 
known for all kinds of exciting ways to enjoy the great outdoors. 
It is a fabulous destination for boomers interested in exploring arts 
and culture, boutique shopping, or a wide range of outstanding 
restaurant choices.” In its analysis of over 20,000 U.S. cities, 
LendEDU, an online marketplace for financial products, ranked 
Venice ninth in the state and 102nd nationally in terms of its 
residents’ financial preparedness for retirement. 

It’s important to note that, even as the pandemic has had an 
effect on the world at large and our smaller community, that the 
majority of these accolades were received in the second or third 
quarter of this year, after we all as a society have had some time 
to adjust to the “new normal.” As such, the spotlight has been 
turned upon Venice during a critical time. For many folks, staying 
at home has only served to underscore how critical it is to enjoy 
not only where we live and possibly work, but also the lifestyle 
that it affords us. As a result, scores of people are now highly 
motivated to make changes such as relocating to another part of 
the country, especially to our place in the sun, and seeking out 
the home of their dreams, which is why buying a new home has 
increasingly become a priority for so many.
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Classic 
   Rose

Lisa’s

941.488.7788
LisasClassicRose.com • 303-B W. Venice Ave.

Unique Handbags
Resort Wear • Sportswear

Accessories • Jewelry 

e Best Prices 
in Town!

Deep Cleansing European Facials, 
Tinting, Waxing, Dermafile, 

Microdermabrasion
230 B Tampa Ave. West 

941.928.7973 

Award-Winning 
Therapeutic Massage

State-of-the-Art BIOMAT, 
Breath Work

226 Tampa Ave. West 
941.412.9798 MM 10562

ISLAND TOUCH MASSAGE, Inc.

SuzanneFACIALS by 

941.999.FINS•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
FinsAtSharkys.com

  

941.488.1456•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
SharkysOnThePier.com

5000 East Venice Ave.
941.485.7221•SnookHaven.com

3 AMAZING VENICE WATERFRONT DINING EXPERIENCES
Open Daily

Smack Dab on the
Myakka River

Upscale Dining with an 
Unparalleled Gulf View Smack Dab on the Gulf

Local real estate trends show that while 
the market may have reflected the greater 
uncertainty in the early days of the 
pandemic for a brief span, it improved 
over the summer and is expected to 
continue to flourish. Realtor® Judy Mazrin 
of PalmerHouseProperties says, “The real 
estate world is an ever-changing one. In 
our spring environment, we found that 
travel was down. Some owners spent time 
updating their homes and staying put. The 
pandemic beginning brought sales down 
along with our inventory of listings. By 
summer’s end, the real estate market rose 
to the challenge: with creative marketing 
strategies, our home sales are now up 
4.2% and we have seen sales prices 
rising as well. The days on market sharply 
dropped, thusly creating an historically 
low inventory. If you were considering 
a move, now may be the right time to 
enjoy the resiliency of our local real 
estate market.” Debi Harman, a Realtor® 
with Peacock Premier Properties, concurs, 
adding, “Today is a great time to be 
purchasing property in our beautiful area. 
Mortgage rates are at an all-time low.” 

Among other indicators of growth, new 
home construction is continuing at a 
strong, steady pace. Debi says, “New 
homes from builders are bringing in new 
residents and people are finding working 
from home is a lot easier in the sunnier 
Florida weather. We enjoy numerous 
beaches which are close by, and wildlife 
that is protected in multiple communities. 
There are multiple builders creating the 
West Villages and Wellen Park, which is a 
fantastic growth area.”

In addition to the homes that are being 
built, often in amenity-rich neighborhoods, 
other developments such as the new 
hospital in Venice and the Braves Stadium 
near the West Villages community are 
attractive extras. Debi shares, “The new 
stadium is not just for ballgames—from 
the tiki bar to symphony orchestra, you 
can find multiple venues to enjoy, no 
matter what your favorites are.” 

Add all these factors together, and it’s easy 
to see why so many people are looking to 
buy their own piece of paradise. If you’re 
seeking your own place in the sun, the 
timing couldn’t be better to find the home 
of your dreams.

B U Y I N G  P A R A D I S E

1314 E. Venice Ave., Suite B, Venice, FL 34285

Lisa Marie Zambuto, Sales Associate, Realtor®

LisaZambuto@Remax.net
LisaZambuto.RemaxAgent.com

 Phone: 941.822.2005
Fax: 941.484.9403


