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enturies ago, when the first explorers ventured 
into the Sunshine State, they were drawn to the 
area’s irresistible combination of flora, fauna 

and temperate climate, an attraction that has only grown 
more powerful over time. Recently, the U.S. Census 
reported that Florida had surpassed New York as the 
third most populous state with 19.9 million residents. As 
the population has increased, it has had an impact upon 
the region’s wildlife: today, Florida is home to 71 species 
of animals that are designated as federally threatened or 
endangered, and 61 that are listed as state threatened 
or species of special concern. For some, the forecast 
is not as promising, as their numbers are in decline; 
however, focused conservation efforts have resulted in a 
brighter future for a few of these beautiful wild creatures. 
To understand this issue, we will take a look at two 
species at risk and another pair that seem to be making 
a comeback.

Recognized at both the state and federal levels as 
endangered, the Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi) 
is considered to be a species of high concern. On its 
website, the Defenders of Wildlife organization states 
that it is “one of the most endangered mammals in the 
United States, and the last surviving puma subspecies 
in the eastern U.S.” The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation (FFWC) Commission reports that “a single 
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wild population in south Florida of 100 to 160 
adult panthers is all that remains of a species that 
once ranged throughout most of the southeastern 
United States.” Although saving the Florida panther 
will require considerable effort, conservationists 
are working hard to study the cats and hopefully 
make the population healthy and viable. 

diminutive subspecies of white-tailed deer, 
the population of Key deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus clavium) is also diminishing. 

Once ranging throughout the lower Florida Keys, 
these tiny creatures are now found primarily on 
Big Pine Key and some of the small surrounding 
islands. In 1951, only about 25 of these deer 
remained in the wild. Through the efforts of the 
National Wildlife Federation and other concerned 
individuals, the National Key Deer refuge was 
established in 1953 and the Key deer was one of 
the first animals protected by the U.S. Endangered 
Species Act in 1973. Currently, it is estimated 
that there are less than 1,000 Key deer, and the 
species’ survival is considered precarious, at best.Florida panther track
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Off the Shelf Book Club
January 12

William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Library
11:30 a.m. to 12:30  p.m.

CALENDAR

Free Fallin’, Tom Petty Tribute
January 29

Venice Performing Arts Center
7 to 9 p.m. 

Details may be subject to change.

Community events started to return in earnest over the course of the last few months; however, due to 

recent circumstances, many of those being held indoors have been postponed and outdoors events 

that were previously open to the public may require attendees to pre-register. Some venues may have 

social distancing protocols in place such as having new directional signage or hand sanitizing stations 

for patrons to utilize. Finally, it is important to note that details may be subject to change as an event 

approaches, so you may want to confirm the specifics closer to the date of your desired event. 

ONGOING

What’s going on at the Venice Art Center? 

390 Nokomis Ave. S. Venice, FL  
Tel: 941-485-7136    

VeniceArtCenter.com 

SEE ART. FEEL ART. CREATE ART.SEE ART. FEEL ART. CREATE ART. 

For more information please call 941 485 7136, stop by & pick up a 
schedule or visit us on the web at VeniceArtCenter.com

“Near & Far” 
January 14-February 10 

Reception: January 14, 5-7pm 
Receiving: January 9, 10am-2pm 
Solo Exhibit: Michael Lacktman 

Course Selection GuideCourse Selection GuideCourse Selection GuideCourse Selection Guide
View and register on VeniceArtCenter.comView and register on VeniceArtCenter.com

“Fine Arts Show & Sale” 
February 19 & 20 

“Annual Art Auction” 
February 24-March 2 

As proof that the state’s conservation efforts can work, look no 
further than the American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) and 
the Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus), the state’s 
largest land mammal. The University of Florida reports that 
the American crocodile is “an endangered species recovery in 
progress.” Since it was listed as an endangered species in 1975, 
the FFWC Commission reports that the number of crocs in Florida 
has grown from less than 300 to over 1,500, a figure that does 
not include hatchlings. Documented nests have increased from 
between 10 to 20 to more than 100. To further encourage the 
crocs’ recovery, state and federal law prohibits killing, harassing 
or possessing crocodiles, and it is illegal to feed or entice these 

powerful reptiles. As a result, the American crocodile has moved 
from the endangered to the threatened category, and experts are 
optimistic about the species’ future.

ccording to the FFWC Commission, while the number 
of black bears within the state dwindled down to 
the hundreds in the 1970s, more than 3,000 can be 

found in the wild today. Given how bears have thrived, the 
FFWC approved the removal of the black bear from the list of 
state-threatened species and, to encourage its ongoing success, 
created a new rule specifying that it is illegal to injure or kill 
a bear or to possess or sell bear parts. The Florida Black Bear 
Management Plan, detailing how these ursine creatures should 
be maintained over the next 10 years, was passed as part of 
the delisting process. It also established the Bear Management 
Units, which are based upon the seven geographically distinct 
bear populations found in Big Cypress in southwestern Florida; 
Osceola and St. Johns to the northeast; Ocala in the central 
region; and Appalachicola and Eglin toward the Panhandle.

What can we do to help? The first step is to learn more about the 
endangered and threatened species in the area; to get started, 
log on to MyFWC.com/ImperiledSpecies. If this inspires you 
to take action, other tips include visiting or volunteering at a 
wildlife center or refuge; slowing down while driving, which 
helps to avoid collisions with animals in the roadway; buying 
recycled and sustainable products; and respecting wildlife and 
their habitat.
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Adopt-A-Manatee® Today

Call 1.800.432.5646
SaveTheManatee.org
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Museum Exhibit: Venice Area African American History exhibit, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Venice Museum & Archives, 
351 Nassau Street South, on Venice Island. Educational exhibit details the establishment, roles, and accomplishments 
of the African American community. Exhibit continues through July 27, 2022. Free admission; donations appreciated. 
Info: 941.486.2487. 

Tuesdays—Movie Matinee, 2 to 4 p.m. at Frances T. Bourne Jacaranda Library, 4143 Woodmere Park Boulevard, in 
Venice. Watch a movie on the big screen. No movie for Jan. 4, but schedule resumes Jan. 11 with Percy vs. Goliath, 
followed by Here Today (Jan. 18) and a title to be announced for Jan. 25. Info: Jamie Naylor, 941.861.1330.   

Thursdays—Gulf Coast Banjo Society, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Snook Haven, 5000 East Venice Avenue, Venice. Clap 
your hands and tap your feet while the Gulf Coast Banjo Society strums through a century of American music. Info: Snook 
Haven General Manager Jenny Makowski, 941.485.7221.

Fridays—Take 2, 7 to 10 p.m. at Pelican Alley, 1009 Albee Road West, Nokomis. After dinner, sing and dance to a 
variety of favorites from the 1940s to current hits. Info: 941.786.3616. 

14th Annual Downtown 
Venice Craft Festival

January 29 and 30
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Reprinted from the July 2015 issue.


