
estled within the shopping district of Venice Island lies a treasure trove of creativity and literary 
wonder, owned and operated by Aimee Odette and Michael Rank. Their story is one of passion, 
community, and the relentless pursuit of artistic and literary excellence.

Since assuming ownership of the gallery, which has been an integral part of the Venice community since 
1983, Aimee and Michael have orchestrated a remarkable transformation. By creating dedicated spaces 
for fine art displays and framing services, they’ve provided local artists with a platform to showcase their 
talents. Their commitment to establishing local creativity extends to the Island Bookshop, where shelves 
are adorned with literary treasures from both established and emerging voices.

Both esteemed university professors, what sets Aimee and Michael apart is their unwavering dedication 
to fostering genuine connections. Their teaching backgrounds imbue every aspect of their businesses, 
creating a welcoming environment where relationships flourish. Whether engaging with students, local 
artists or acclaimed authors, communication is the cornerstone of their success.
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s equal partners in all the aspects of both sites regarding 
leadership, planning, and day-to-day operations, they 

share a commitment to personalized service. With a talented 
team of designers and art sellers, including Patty, Sharon, 
and the master framer David, every interaction becomes a 
collaborative journey toward realizing the client’s vision. 
Whether guiding a customer through the intricate process of 
custom framing or helping them discover the perfect literary 
masterpiece, listening is paramount.

Their unwavering gratitude toward the community’s sup-
port fuels their desire to give back. They are staunch 
advocates for local literacy initiatives, sponsoring events like 
Pineview Elementary’s read-a-thon 
and nurturing young talent through 
programs at Venice High School. 
Their commitment to fostering a love 
of reading transcends generations, 
proving that books remain a cher-
ished cornerstone of our community. 
As Michael states, “It’s been a 
synergistic relationship with the 
community, and without them, we 
couldn’t be who we are today.”

Their dedication hasn’t gone un- 
noticed. From winning accolades 
like Best Gallery and Best Custom 
Framing in the Venice Gondolier-
Sun’s “Best of Venice” awards to recognition from Southern 
Living Magazine as one of the top 20 bookshops in Florida, 
their achievements speak volumes. Yet, for Aimee and 
Michael, the greatest reward lies in the opportunity to 
contribute to a community they hold dear.

Labor Day Weekend of 2024, Aimee and Michael revealed 
the expansion of their bookshop. The expansion includes 
previously loved and vintage books. It also includes bookish 
merchandise. Their vision is not merely one of business 
expansion but of deepening their roots within the community 
they proudly call home. Profits from the sales of previously 
loved books, donated from the community, go back to the 
community. In the words of Aimee, “To us, to be able to 
live, own and operate a business in our community, the 
community we love, is the best; there’s nothing like it.
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For more information about this advertorial, call 
Collectors Gallery & Framery at 941.488.3029, or 
visit CollectorsGalleryAndFramery.com. The Island 
Bookshop can be reached by calling 941.416.5511 
or by visiting TheIslandBookshop.com. Located on 
Venice Island, Collectors Gallery & Framery is at 
112 Nokomis Avenue South and The Island 
Bookshop is at 206 West Miami Avenue.


